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Sen Antenio Railroad Company, approved Sept. 5, 1850 ¢ read
first and second times and referred to the comumittee on Internal
linprovements.

A message was received from the Goernor, transmitting the
viowing communication:

Cendlomen of the Senate
and [louse of Representalives

1 transmit berewith a further repurs from the Commissioners
to prepare a Cudey amending, supplying, revising, digesting
and arranging the laws) civil o.nd unnnml

This report embraces ¢ A Penal Code,” precu‘fe-“ by a repore
of the (Jummissium,r*, expianatory of the changes which it
malkes in our present laws, “and of the principles which gnided
then in 1ts preparation,

I have given this Code & careful examination, and have no
hesitation In recommending it for your adeption.

Two hundred copics of the report and Code have Deen
printed, which are subject to Ll:a disposition of the two lrouges.

The revision of the Generu! Statutes is new being published,
and as soon as completed will be sent in. ,

E. M. PEASE.

On motion of Mr Tayxlor, of Cass, the communication w
referred to the connmittee on the Iudzuar\

On motion of Mr Weatherlord, the Senate adjourned until
toanorrow 10 AL M,

Kutoay, Javvary [S8th, 1834,

The Senate was calied to order, by the President pursnant to
adjonrnment,  Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—qguoram
present,

The Jonrnal of yesterdny was read and adopted.

Mr Martin presented the petition of Mary Jackson; referred
to the comunittee on public lands,

Also, the petitton of Geo. Watts YWalker; referred to the
committee onr private land claims no. 1.

On motion of Mr Lott, a joint resolution wmaking an appro~-
priation of $5,348 70 to meet certain expenditures incurred by
the penitentiary-~was talien up, read and ordered to be en~
grossed.

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended, bill read
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr Paimer, abill for the reliel of the Galveston
and Red River Rail Road wmpan y, and supplementary to the
several acts incorporating said company, was taken up and the
amendments of the IJlouse, concurred in by the following vote:
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Yras.—Messts. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burronghs, Doane,
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Martia, May-
erick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborongh, Snpérviele,
Taylor of Cass, Weathesford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—24,

Nays.—Mr Millican,—1. . L

Mre Martin, from the committee on State affairs, made the,
following report : . L

The committee on State affairs, to which was referred a biil '.
for the relief of James M. Riggs, find that it is a compensation
to the said Riggs for his services as District Clerk of the court
in which the two cases of the State of Texas versns Charles F.
Mercer, and the State of Vexas, vs: Carrol and Mercer, wers
tried. From the evidence of the Attorney General, and other
evidence before the committee of the most satisfactory charac~
ter—1 am therefore instructed to recommend the accompanying
substitute and the passage of the bill, o

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended, report taken
up and the substitate adopied. |

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was further suspended.
Bill read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. .

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, A Bill to incorporate the
city of Marshall was taken up. o

On motion of Mr Taylor, the Senate conctirred in the amend-
ment of the House to the #th section and refused to concur in
the amendment to the 15th section. ' _

Mr Allen introduced a Bill to amend the 7Tth section of “an
act to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted
volunteers that were mustered into the service of the State of
Texas on the 1st day of November, A. D). 1854, under a requi-
sition of Brevet Major General Persifer F. Simith, and to pay
the expenses incurred by said companies, approved January
14, 1856, Tlead 1st tine, .

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended and Bill read
second timne. :

On motion of Mr Grimes, the Bill was referted to the Com-
mittee on claims and accounts. | ]

Mr Martin introduced a Bill.concerning the School Lands of
Navarro County. Read first and second times and referred to
the committee on Public Lands. - e

Mr Hord, Chairman of the Committes on State Aﬁ'ﬁlfs,rto
which was referred a Bill to provide for the purchase  of .thres
hundred copies of the Texas Bigest for the use of the State; re-
ported the same back and recommended its passage. ,.

Mr Russell from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported
as correctly engrossed, A Bill for the relief of James Lai_(I{igg,
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and a joint resolution making an appropriation of §5,548 o
meet certain expenditures made for the Penitentiary.

Mr Allen, ehairman of the comimittee on Enrolted Bills, re-
ported correctly enrclled, properly signed, aud this day pre-
seuted to the Governor, A Bill to incorporate the Town of Lin-
den, in Cass county, I‘(,ms, A Bill for the retief of B W Thom-
qson Win W Byas, Richard 'I' Barnett and John © Clark : A
Bill anpplement‘lry to an act to incorporate the town of La
Grange, in the county of Fayelte ; and A Bill to establish and
incorporate a Literary Institution, under the supervision and
contro! of the Eastern Texas Annunal Conference, located at or
near the town of Gilmore, Upshur county.

ORDERS OF THE DAY,

Report of the committee on the Judiciary, on'a Bill for the
reliet of the young men of Red River and Lamar counties, of-
fering asubstitute thercfor; read

On motion of Mr 'lo.)h}r of Fannin, the substitute was laid
on the table by the following vote

Yeas—Messrs Allen, bmluuuh Caidwell, Grimes, McCul-
loch, Maverick, Milliczn, Pnhw Rus-%l] bcarbomuoh, Laylor
of Cass, 'Taylor, of Fannin, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren,
15. Navs—>Mossrs Armstlonff Bryan, lhnagln Guinn, Hill,
Lott, McDade, Pal.ner, 'I'rnit and White—10.

Mr White moved to iny the bill on the tabte, Jost by the tol-
lowing vote:

Yras—essrs Bryan, Flanagan, Grlmei Guinn, 1[11] Lott,
McDade, Miltican, Palmer and Whuo—lD

Navs—Messrs Alh.n, Armstrong, Caldwell, Maverick, Pir-
key, Russel, Scarborongh, Sunernele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor,
of Fannin, lnnt \Veathertur(] Whitaker and Wren—14.

My Hill moved to amend the caption of the bill by adding
Fayette, Austin and Colorado.

Mr Flanagan moved to amend the amendment by adding.
“and that the county of Rusk be included in the benefifs of this
act.” Lost,

Mr Hill’s amendinent was then adopted.

The Senate refused to engross the bill by the following vote :

Yzas—>Messrs Allen, Almst]onrr Caldwell, Martin, Pirkey,
Russel, Searborough, 133101 of Cam, T'aylor, ot Fannin, Trmt,
W’eathermm, Whitaker and Wren—13  Navs—Messrs Bry-
an, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guoinn, Hill, Lott, decCulloch,
McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmel, 5;11pelvu,10 and White,
—14.

On motion of Mr Armstrone, tht Senate concurred in the
amendment of the [Touse to a bill for the rekiof of Joab B Iar-
rel, Sherifi’ of Williamson county,
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The Report of the commiitee on the Judiciary on a Bill for
tlic relief of the pnnple of Navarro county, reporting a sabsti-
tute thercfor, was read and the substitate adopied.

Me 'aylor, of Fannin, moved to refer the Dillto the comnit-
tec on Finance—Ilost. @

Mr Pahner offered the following amendment to come in at
the end of the tirst section—+Provided that said taxes shafl be
applied first—to the ervetion of good and substantial publie
buildings, or to'the payvment fur the same, if alveady erected,
and not paid for, and afterwards to such general 7 purposes as
may be dirested Uy the county eourts of the respective coun—
ties. ———"‘1(10;:101.

The bill was thenr erdered to be engrassed by the fellewing
vore:  Yess—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Uutme, Phnﬂ.mn,
Guinn, 1], Lot McCulloch, Mchade, Martin, Maverick, Mil-
lican, Palmer, P}rkcj, Potter, Tuylor, of Guss, Truit and Weath-
erford—18.,  Navs—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Grimes, fiussel,
Taylor. of Llouston, Whitaker, Wln e and Wren—8,

Mr White offered the tollowing resolution :

Resolved, "Phat aMl the bills on “the President’s table coticern-
g private relief, charters, &e., which can be disposed of with.
out debate, e taken and Imally disposed of, before bills which
will be dubated,

On motion of Mr White the rule was suspended, and the res-
olution adoptad,

A bill for ehe reticf of R, A. Powdrell; read third time, and
mssed.

Bill to change the name of Susan T, Caunon, to that of
E:us‘m P. Cook ; eead, and passed to a third reading.

Cu motion of Ar Guiau the rule was ctlupuuh*d bill read
third time, lmd pussed,

A bill for the reliei of Collin MeKinney: rend second time,
afid passed to a third reading.

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read
third time, and passed.

A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19, of the I. 0. 0.
£, with the amendwments offered b) the cowimittee on State
afhurs.

On motien of Mr Grimes the amendment was adoptcd

The bill was then passed to a third veading.

On motioun of Mr Grimes the rale was "‘llSpEﬂded bill read
third time, and m%ed by the following vote :

Yiaa— Mess Allen, Ar.nstmuw Barronghs, Caldwell,
Doane, Elauazen, Gnmeu. Guinn, HiH Lott, M(,(Jullmh Mc-—
Dade, M:JVuUL,k n[l!llcnu P'llmer Pler}r Taussell, T ayloro
Cass, Truit, Wcﬂthcrlold Whttaher, and White—=22
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Navs—Mr Wren—1.

A bill to incorporate John M. Gibsen Lodge No. 13, 0f 1.0,
0. I".; read, and passed to a third reading.

On motion of Ar Guinn the rule was sugpended, bill read
third time, and pasgsed by the folluw m§wu, :

YLA&——Measra Armstrong, Br an, Ualdwell, Doase, Flana-
gan, Gtimes, Guinu, Ihll, Lutt Mcblllloch, l[cD'td.., Martin,
Maverick, 1\{][]]31[} Paimer Pirkey, Russell, Superviele, Tay—
lor of bass Taylor of I annin, ‘1'ruit, Wc,atheriord Wh]ta]\er
and White—24.

Navs—Mr Wren—1.

A bill for the relief of John A. Wells; read second time, and
ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was squended bitd
read third time, and passed.

Report ot the committee on the petition of Martin Crow, re-
commending itg rejection ; read, and adopted.

A bifl for the relief of E. W, Moore read third time, and

assed.

A bill directing the payment of certain public debt certifieates
therein mentioned ; read third time, and passed.

A bill for the relief of James Reason j read second time, and
ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr Hiil the rule was suspended, bill read third
time, ani passed,

A bill for the relief of the bheirs of William Watson, deceased
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read
third time, and passed.

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, de—
ceased ; rzad second time,and ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third
time, and _passed,

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Mayher, deceased
read second time, and ardered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was sus[)cndcd biil read third
time, and passed.

A bill 1o authorize John Q. Pettigrew and Margaret Pettigrew
to adopt and nane a certaln child; ; read second time, and or-
dered to be engrossed.,

On motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was snspended, bitl read
third time, and passed.

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk, and James H. Starr ;
read second time, and ordered to be enqrocbed

On motion of Mr Whitaker the rule was suspended, bill read
third time, and passed.
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LCPOI‘I of the commiitee an Finance, ot the relumn of the
eitizens of Comal county 5 tead, and on motion of Mr Gainn,
laid ot the table,

‘The report ol the committee on pubiie debt, on the petition of
Raundall Jones was read, wid on motien of Mr Brvan laid on the
table. _

Report of the commitiee on p.wue land ¢laims No. 1, on the
petition of Asa Dossetr; read,

On motion of Mr Guiun the report and petition were re-re-
ferred to the conunittee on private land ciaims, No. L.

A billewo mcmpurlm, the town of Vexana g read {irst time.

Ou motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the mlo was sushended,
bill read secound tine, and passed (6 o third readine,

On motion of .\lr Wiite the rule was turther suspended,
bill read third thne and passed.

A bill to incorporute the Henderson Ifemale College 5 read
first time.

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was saspended, and bill
read second time.

Ou motion of Mr Potter the sccond section of the bill was
amended by striking out the words *fiee from taxaiton,”  "The
bill was then pas-ed to a third veading.

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rale was further suspended
bili read third time, and passed by the foltowing vore

Y zas—>Messrs. Allen, Bryvan, Burrgughs, Caldwell, Doane,
Flanagan, Grimes, (ﬂlmll 11il, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Mc-
Dade, t\ldl tin, Maverick, Ml!hc\m P'ﬂun.r. Pirkey, Potter, Rus-
sell, Superviele, Tavlor of Cuss, Prui t, Weatherlord, Whitaler,
White, and Wren—X27.

Navs—Mr Armstrong—1.

A message was received {tom the Governor, (ranamitting the
following communication :

Exrcrrive Orricr, |
AusTiY, Jan. 18th, 1836,y
Gentlemen of the Senate,

and Howse of Ilepresentatives :

I return herewith to the Senate, in which it originated, ¢ an
act amending and supplementary to an act amendmcr and sup-
plementary 1o an act (o incorporate the Henderson and Burk-
ville Rail Road,” This charter was granted on the 10th day of
February, 1852, and anthorized the “construction of a Railroad
from the town of Hendcerson, in Rusk county, through Shelby
and San Augustine counties to Burkville, The road was 1o be
commeuced within two years, and if not completed within five
years, the charter was to be null. ‘I'he company were to have
eight sections of land for each mile of road constructed,



On the 27th of January, 1834, this charter was amended, and
the c :mpany was anthorized 1o construct s road, commencing on
Gualvestont Bay or Westside of Sabme Lake, thence ranning (not
farther West of Sabine IXiver on latitnde 31° than fitty nnlus)
through the town of \L:gmhmhec—-meu through the town of
Mount Iinterprise to the town of l]en*lersnn in Rusk county,
by such route as tire cowpany mivht deem most advisahle.—
"T'hia road was to be comeneed within two years from the 27th
ol January, 1534, and twenty-five miles to be compteted with-
in three years.  The powers granted by (his charter are similar
to those granted by all the other Ruitroad charters of the State,
with the r"{ceptlm of thut of the Mississippi and Pacific Rai
Road, It contains no provision requiring the pd}menl of any
portion of its stnck, previous to the organization of the compa-
ny. Sofaras I am able tolearn, no werk has ever heeun done
by this company, and I cannot Jearu that any part of its capital
stock has ever been patd, It is certain that no part of its organ-
ization, or of its procecdings, eapital stock, &c., bas ever been
made, as required Ly onr General Railroad taw.

This act now proposes lo change the corporate name of the
company, and to extend the provisions of an act to encourage
the construction of Railroads in Texas, by donations of Iand,
appl‘ovul the 30th of January, 1854, and commonly ealled tho
sixteen section luw, to this company for a perlod Of vlle year
from this time, It rrranls the company some other rights ‘ahd
privileges, but impuses no respotsibtlities or rutnctmn tpon the
stock-holders, heyond what was contained in the original and
amended charter, except thut it requires all electious forof-
ficers of the company, to be held in tlus State.

'I'he approval of this act inust decessarily commit the State,
at least during the continuance of the present Legislature, to an
extenston ofsumlar relief to all the allroad compames that
have heretofore lLeen chartered, swhenever they may apply for
it, although they have not pmd in a doliar of their stock, nor
done any “work under their charter, and will most likely lead to
the grant of new charters of a like character to these heretolore
gramed

It is now generally admitted thronghout the State, that our
past legislation, in regard to Railway charters, has been hasty
and nnputu,t '1hev have been granted to individuals for
their own benefit, with large and undefined pl'l\“{'”‘b and
powers, without imposing any responsibility whatever npon
the stockholders, and have, in many ipstances, been used by the
corporators for purposes of private c:pf,(,uiatmn. without any
regard (o the wants and interests of those sections of the Statea
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tlicy were ostensibly intended to benefit.  What has heretofore
been ‘done under charters with powers and privileges like this,
may continue to be done, and it i3 our duty to remedy thig evil,
as far as it can be done. )

I think the public interests demands a reform in our e sisla-
tion in regard to Railvoad charters. 1f those who apply for
then are unable, or unwilling, to subseribe and pay for stock,
they have no just elaim for them, and it is an idle and useless
business to grant thew. The thuehas arrived when we shonld
adopt a sound and healthy system in regard to corporations.
Their powers and privileges should be limited and accurately
defined. They should no longer be allowed to organize without
capital ; such restrictions and responsibilities should be imposed
on the stockholders as will protect the rights of the public, and
guard individuals dealing with them from imposition. .

In a communication sent to you, at an early peried of your
sossion, I stated that I was wowilling that any new charters
shenld be granted tv individuals for their own benefit. I new
charters were neceessary, such rontes should be sclected as the
wants and business of the conntry require; their points of com-
mencement and termination shoald be designated, and charters
shonld Le granted to Comumissioners, who shouald be required o
open bocks for the subscription of stock; after giving publie
notice. No subseription should be received, unless five per

“cent thereof was paid at the time of subscribing, and whenever
the per centage on the eapital stock subseribed should amount
to one llundred thousand dollars, the Commissioners should be
amthorised to call 2 meeting of the subseribers, and hold an
clection for ofticers ; after which the subseribers should become
a corporation, with all such powers as are set forth in the char-
ter. The Commissioners should have no right under the char-
ter, except as Trustees for the benefit of their subscribers, when
they organize and become a corporation, and should be liable
to o heavy penalty for receiving subscriptionsof stoek, witheut
the payment of five per centthereot in cash, "The corporation
thus organized should bave authority, from time to time, to re-
ceive further subscriptions 1o its capital stock, to the full amount
thercof, after giving public notice—the subseribers in all cases
paying five per cent of their stock at the time of subseribing.

I have seen no reasons to change these opinions, On the
contrary, snbsequent reflection has greatly strengthened them,
and they apply with equal force to the extension of the charters
of those companies which have not commenced work, and ex-
hibit no evidence showing that they hare any capital stock sub-
scribed and paid in,
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The vestrictions here proposed are by no means onerous, and
it is very certain thai a company which caunot command at
least one huundred thousand dollars te commence with can never
obtain credit, or build a Railroad of the length contemplated
by this charter.

“These counsiderations have induced me to withhold my ap-
proval from this Act, and to return it to you for your re-con-
sideration. 3. M. PEASE.

On motion of Mr Lott, the consideration of the communica-
tion was postponed until Wednesday, the 23d inst.

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate adjourned until
10 o'olock to-morrow moruing,

SATURDAY, January 19th, 1856.

The Senate wasz called to order by the President pursuant to
adjonrsment—oprayer by the Chaplain—roll callsd~—quoram
preseit, '

"T'he jonrnal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr Paliner presented the petition of Patrick Dunn--referred
to the committe on private fand claims no. 1.

Mr Bryan presented the petition of N Churchill—reterred to
the committee on private land claims no. 2. _

Mr L preseated the memorial of the President and T'rus-
tees of Rutersville College, praying for a law prohibiting the
sale of ardent spirits in certain limits—referred to the commit-
tee on State Affairs,

Also the memorinl of the President of Rutersville Cullege,
for an appropriation for the establishment of a Female Univer-
sity—referred, to the committee on education.

Mr Bryan, chairinan of the committee on edneation, to which
was referred the petition of certain eitizens of Fort Bend county,
reported the follewing bill, recommending its passage.

A bill to incorporate the Frost Institute—read first time.

Mr Pirkey, {romn the commitiee on public lands, submitted
the following report:

The committee on public lands, to which was referred the
petition of sundry citizens of Grayson county, have had the
sarae under consideration. It appears that J P Dumas, who
wag twice elected District Surveyor of said connty, executed his
bonds payable to the Chief Justice in the penalty of one thou-
sand doliars instead of the Governor of to the State of Texas in
the penal sun of ten thousand dollazs.

tle was sworn into oftice and made 2 number of surveys—it
does not appear whether these contlict with surveys previonsly
of subsequently made—the committee are of opinion that



